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1.02 Correspondence of Col. Henry Bouquet. 



SELECTIONS JFEOM THE MILITAEY COEEBSPOND- 
ENCB OF COLONEL HBNET BOUQUET, 1757-1764. 

BY HELEN JORDAN. 

(Continued from vol. xxxii, page 457.) 

(Instructions from Col. Bouquet.) 

Instructions for Edward Shippen, Esq. 
Sir 

You are hereby required to pay out of the money actually 
in your hands or out of the Sums which will hereafter be 
paid to you for His Majesties Service all the orders from 
General Stanwix & all my Draughts not exceeding said sums 
for the present you will be pleased to answer the Draughts 
of Cap. Hambright to the amount of Two Thousand pounds 
Currency to be employed by him in purchasing waggon 
horses not exceeding seven hundred pounds at a time and 
to account with him regularly upon his producing the 
Horses to you with the Certificates of the Price paid for 
each allowing to said Captain Hambright twenty Shillings 
Currency for each horse over and above the Price of the 
Horse and just Expences to bring him to Lancaster. You 
are also to pay unto Messieurs Barr & Slough the Price ot 
Six Thousand bushels of Oats not exceeding two shillings '^ 
bushel and to pay the necessary charge of a clerk to receive 
and deliver it, & of Storage. 

Mr. Armour has also Credit upon you for y° amount of 
Three Thousand bushels of oats at the same price. 

Lieutenant Kern has credit for two Thousand bushels of 
Oats not exceeding twenty pence "^ bushel. 

You are also desired to pay four pounds in advance to 
every owner who enters his Waggon in the service to be 
deducted out of his pay when you settle his acct. 

The Waggon Masters are to receive Ten Shillings Cur- 
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rency '^ day including their horses and Benjamin Price 
[wagonmaster] Ten Shillings Sterling "^ day. 

You will be pleased to pay for all y° Oats, Spelts and Rye 
bought by several people and sent to the Kings Stores not 
exceeding Twelve Thousand Bushels all included till fur- 
ther orders. 

The Receipts of the above Q-entlemen or others concerned 
with their Vouchers will be your sufficient warrant. Be- 
sides the sum of One Thousand & Seventy three pounds, 
seventeen Shillings Currency paid to you and Two hundred 
and fifty pounds which you are to receive of Bernard Hub- 
ley, I give you a Credit of Two Thousand, One hundred 
and eighteen pounds and eight pence Half peney upon John 
Nelson of Philadelphia, payable at sight on your order. 
Lancaster 15 May, 1759 Henry Bouquet 

D. A. General. 

In Consideration of the Trouble and Expenses attending the 
Payment of Money, Keeping accounts and collecting the 
"Waggons, &c. Brigadier General Stanwix allows you to 
Charge in your account two and a half ^ cent Commission 
upon all sums paid by you for the Carriage of the County 
of Lancaster during the ensuing Campaign to the "Westward. 
Given under my hand at Lancaster the 22* June 

1759 
Henry Bouquet 
D. A. G. 

(Ool. Bouquet to Col. Burd.) 

Carlisle 26* June, 1759 
Dear Sir 

I arrived here yesterday morning & found our stores very 
thin. Therefore must desire you to load at Lancaster as 
many Waggons as you can with flour, & even take what 
Scott may have ready, as we would not have enough here 
to load all our "Waggons, were they to come. 

Mr Shippen will get from the Contractors agent a Receipt 
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for the quantity of flour carried for them to Carhsle to 
charge them afterwards with the Carriage. 

K some of the Waggons can load a suiScient quantity of 
their own forrage to serve them two or three trips to Bed- 
ford, they must he excused from taking flour, But all those 
who have room left must load as much as they can. 

Mr. [Adam] Hoops [Commissary] must not depend upon 
Seotts, Stevensons or Leshers Contracts. I see little or 
nothing done hy them : If our contracted Waggons are not 
suflicient to carry his flour. He must procure some himself. 

I have Intelligence that the French had 300 men and 200 
Indians at Venango, & expected more with an Intention to 
act offensively ; We must now exert ourselves to the utmost 
to form the Magazines, all methods be taken at once to 
procure Waggons. 

This little County rated at 30 has really 40 Waggons in 
the service & Byers expects 20 more. The County of York 
shall be impressed immediately 

There is only 377 stands of arms here; therefore be 
pleased to arm all the Troops coming this way at Lancaster 
& send with the first Waggons the rest of the Tents. 

Capt. Grordon's stores are not to be mixed with other 
goods, but sent by themselves as soon as possible. 

I shall perhaps have the Pleasure to see you again at Lan- 
caster to meet the General ; 

Be so good to collect all your Recruiting Parties and 
send them to this Place, I will forward them up the Coun- 
try to form your Batt. as you desired. 

My Compliments to M' Shippen (to whom please to com- 
municate this) & to your Ladies. 

I am 
Dear Colonel 
If you see Mr. Hoops desire Your most obedient 

him to send Bullocks im- hble servant 

mediately. In Spite of all my Henry Bouquet. 

Recommendations on that head, 
we are eternally in Want. 
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(Colonel Bouquet to Colonel Burd.) 

Caelisle, 27'" June 1750 Evening. 

I received this Instant My Dear Colonel yours of the 25* 
in which you ask my opinion about sending the Waggons 
scattered as they are pleased to come, on acct. of the heavy 
charge of paying Drivers a long time before the Brigades 
can be ready. 

I am sensible that it is a hardship, and if it could be re- 
moved I should be glad of it. But you know as well as 
myself that order & method are the soul of every thing, & 
chieffly necessary in the management of public affairs. 

These Waggons will go without Waggon Masters if they 
commit any disorder who shall be answerable for it ; If their 
Horses are lost or any accident happens, we must either 
take their word for it or displease them. 

What Calculation & dependancy can we make & have 
upon People who are under no other Eule but their own 
Whims ; at times the Roads may be incumbred with Wag- 
gons, at others nothing will come to us. 

If you could get 15 or 20 of such Waggons ready to set 
out at once, no matter where they belong to, you could dis- 
patch them under the care of a Waggon master. But I 
foresee nothing but Confusion when we shall be [illegible] 
of any other method : As you cannot stay longer at Lan- 
caster than the General and considering the State of Health 
of Mr Shippen, the Extent of the County & the bad dispo- 
sition of the People, which will oblige to take every Tripp 
the same Trouble to raise the Waggons, I think that no 
man alone is equal to the Task. Therefore I would propose 
to Mr. Shippen to associate himself a man of interest & 
activity to take off his hands the Riding Part & assist him 
in every other Branch which appears to me the more neces- 
sary as Besides his own Current affairs We must give him 
the Trouble to receive & pay money to all his ISTeighbors, 
which must of course confine him often at home & take too 
much of his time : But this I leave entirely to yours & his 
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own discussion & Choice. Hoops writes me that the Coun- 
ties of Philad* & Northampton & Bucks have raised their 
Waggons. This County upon which we had no dependancy 
furnishes double the number required ; "Will it not be an 
eternal shame & scandal that Lancaster where we do not 
ask above the 10* "Waggon should disapoint us to that 
degree ? 

I do not know what measures the General will take, 
But if he ask my sentiment, I would not move a step with 
the Troops till I had every "Waggon wanted & the Troops 
should be sent back to impress every Horse in Chester, 
Berks, York & Lancaster Counties. I suppose that military 
Execution would make the magistrates sensible of the 
necessity of furnishing their moderate Quotas. 

It is evident if we march without magazines & carriages 
that we go to certain ruin & destruction, & I cannot see how 
we could be justified having the Right to impress and an 
army to support it if we did make no use of such means in 
our Hands. 

The Companies at Lancaster ought not to be removed 
till the General comes up & gives his orders, and if the 
Commissioners refuse to subsist them there, (as I think 
they have a right to do) They must be victualed from the 
King's Stores. 

I shall be glad to know what success they have had in 
the 3 Townships, I expect little or none. I see an abso- 
lute necessity for me to go back before you leave Lancaster, 
to advise with you upon the best method to ascertain the 
continuation of Carriage for the Campaign. 

I have yet no answer from York, or Berks, tho' I wrote 
twice to Conrad "Weiser, Please to send him an Express to 
know what he is doing. I am vexed out of my senses by 
the Plague of the new Levies : My compliments to Mr. 
Shippen & the family. 

I am entirely My dear Sir 
Yours 
Henry Bouquet 
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(Colonel Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

Carlisle 19* July 1759 
Dear Sir 

If you have seen a round Tin Case to carry White Paper, 
which Col. Burd had made at Lancaster, I shall be obliged 
to you to order such a one for me, & send it by the first 
opportunity or Express. 

We set out tomorrow for your Town. Your Children 
are well. I hope you are so. My best Compliments to the 
family. I wish you success and plenty of Waggons We 
shall want a good deal of forrage, but don't buy any more 
than you can conveniently load upon Empty Waggons j 
about 12000 Bushells till further orders must be bought 
after harvest. 

I am 

My dear Sir 

Your most obed' hble servant 
Please to forward the Henry Bouquet 

Inclose, if no opportunity 
offers for Reading in 3 days, 
send it by Express. 

(Col. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

FoET Bedford, 1* August 1759 
Dear Sir 

The First Brigade from Lancaster having disapointed us 
for the time of setting out, I am afraid the other will follow 
the Example and I shall be obliged to you to let me know 
what dependancy we may have on them, as the service 
would be entirely ruined, if we had not every Waggon as- 
sessed, and each making at least three Trips during the 
Campaign. 

The little forrage we had being near out, I beg you will 
immediately purchase the 12000 Bushells mention'd in my 
last, and, any quantity more that may be asked by M"^ Sin- 
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clair and send it by the first Waggons — as soon as oats are 
reaped you will please to buy as much as Mr. Sinclair will 
desire you and besides Bar and Slough already employed 
you may add as many more as will be wanted to collect said 
forrage. 

I have given a new Credit upon you to Capt. Hambright 
to raise Drivers, and purchase, if possible, 30 "Waggons & 
Horses compleatly equipped for the Expedition, for which 
you will please to pay him the money. 

I have received his Accounts, all is right. Col. Burd & 
your son are well. I suppose you will have a Letter from 
them today. iTo news from above, we are still detained 

for want of Carriages. 

I am Dear Sir 
Your most obed' hble serv' 
Henry Bouquet 

(Col. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

^ ^ FoBT Bedford, 7'" August 1759 

Dear Sir: 

I have the Pleasure to inform you that the French have 
evacuated & burnt their Forts at Venango Beef River and 
Priskisle [Presque Isle] and retreated to Fort Detroit, so 
that we have no other Ennemys for the present than the 
People who refuse to furnish their Waggons to enable us 
to build the Fort at Pittsburgh and secure that fine Country. 

I broke this morning the glass of my watch which I beg 
you will get repaired by Mr Ray at Lancaster and cleaned, 

I never received the shoes &c given to Capt. Hambright. 
My Respects to your Ladies 

I am Dear Sir 
Your most obed' hble Serv* 
Please to send the Watch Henry Bouquet 

back by the first Express, and 
to hurry up Hambright, his 
Waggons, Horses & Drivers forrage &c. 
[Watch sent along.] 
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(Col. Bouquet to Eichard Peters.) 

FoET Bedford, 8* August 1759 
Dear Sir 

I am to acknowledge the favour of your Letters of the 
25th 23"' July, and 1'' August. The good ISTews contained 
in the two last, have greatly diminish'd my anxiety about 
our Situation. The Waggons come in so slowly that we 
have yet formed no Magazines : We hardly send a Con- 
voy without being obliged to fight for it : The numerous 
Escorts wanted, and the number of Indians to feed at Pitts- 
burgh, consume daily as much as we can forward : The 
excessive heat ruins the Horses, and as you will observe the 
Season run from us wthout effectuating anything. 

Since we have been here, our affairs take a better face : 
We have recalled the Troops that were not necessary be- 
yond the Mountains, and forwarded in a few days, two 
months Provisions for 2000 Men : one of the Convoys is 
Safely arrived by the bravery of poor Jocelyn who by his 
personal Example and Courage, defeated the Ennemys, and 
lost his life at the Lawrell Hill. The other convoy goes 
under the Comand of Major Tulleken to Pittsburgh. 

Our fate depends still upon Niagara, as I look upon it as 
the Signal upon which the Indians will join again, or aban- 
don the French : I am extremely anxious that we have 
heard nothing yet; and fear that they may fall Short of 
Provisions or Ammunition, if they dont Speedily Succeed. 
If my friend can be there in Time I have great hopes of 
Success, as he will be Sparing of both. 

It is not possible to have by 500 the true Return of the 
Troops, Scattered as they are. But I see that iyowrs will not 
be 1600 Effectives — The desertion running very high, and 
the new Levies far inferior to those of last year in Every 
Respect. The want of method in cloathing & paying these 
Troops must always be their Ruin : We are happy that we 
have the Superiority every where else For Certainly we 
have it not here. 
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All the Letters are delivered unopened to every Individ- 
ual, Those only on His Majesty's Service are opened: 

I do not remember the Expression you mention in the 
Conference with Indians. "We certainly never did intend 
to abandon Pittsburgh nor had the Indians then any appear- 
ant Jealousie of that Port. The army was the object of 
their fears, which were removed by assurance that as soon 
as the Enemys would be interely removed beyond the Lakes, 
The Army would then go beyond the Mountains : But this 
shall be explained at the first Conference. 

Last night we had Letters from Col. [Hugh] Mercer, all 
the Indians collected at Venango lefffc the French at the 
Lake, except 50, who went with them to Magara and about 
a 100 to infest the Communication. 

We do not know whether De Signery could get in. But 
there is great appearance that his forces were Part of that 
Garrison. 

We had a few days ago Kikiuskung [Teedyuscung ?] , 
who went back and fought bravely in defence of the Convoy, 
and the last Letters were brought by Killbock,' who re- 
turns to morrow to Pittsburgh. 

Our old Soldiers behave with great steadiness against the 
Indians. But there is no dependancy on the new ones : 
We have not half the number necessary to carry on this 
Expedition, & build the Fort : We are opening Braddock's 
Road which will I hope be of great service to us. 

Be So kind as to send us all the news, don't spare Ex- 
presses, Farewell my dear Sir, My Compliments to our 

Friends. 

I am interely Yours 

H. B. 

P: S: Col. Armstrong informs me this moment that the 
Prosecution is renew'd against him by new Bills found by 



' OiUelemund, alias Killbuck, and Gapt. William Henry, an Ohio 
Delaware, pensioned by the U. S. Government for his services during 
the Eevolution. 
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an irregular Jury — your friend Mr. Ch — Should remove 
that fop of R — and appoint an honest man to represent 
him. you will serve your Friends, & I hope your friends 
will Serve you. 

(Ool. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

Fort Bedfoed 13th August 1759 
Dear Sir 

I had your favours of the S"" and 8* Insts and cannot 
express my surprise at the unexpected disappointment we 
meet with from the County of Lancaster only : I send you 
enclosed a Letter from the General which he desires you 
will communicate to the Magistrats, I hope your People 
will no longer distinguish themselves by their shamefull 
opposition to the Public Welfare and safety but will rather 
endeavour to repair their unjustifiable backwardness by their 
future activity & zeal for the service. 

The forrage must be bought at any rate, as at this ad- 
vanced season we cannot admit of delays of any kind. 
Therefore I beg that you forward immidiately to Carlisle 
as great a quantity as you can procure Waggons for; and 
if the Waggons going upon the Expedition are not suffi- 
cient for that Purpose, Please to hire others to go to Car- 
lisle only. If this can be done without prejudice of the ser- 
vice, I shall supply you with any sums wanted. 

I am Dear Sir 

Your most obed* hble Serv' 
Henry Bouquet. 

(Col. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

Bedfoed 23^ August 1759 
Dear Sir 

I had your Letters as far as the IT"" Inst', The accounts 

you are pleased to give me of the Waggons and forrage in 

your County are very discouraging. This last must be had 

at any Eate, and if the People continue to refuse to sell, 
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They must be compelled to do it, at the Prices fixed by the 
magistrates. The 30 "Waggons bought by Capt Ham bright 
must be loaded at Lancaster with forrage. Let the Price 
be what it will ; "We are this day reduced to 104 Bushells 
of oats, and unless we are immediately supplied, all our 
Horses will dye, and the Service be ruined. 

No flour, Pork, or Liquor, are to be sent up till we have 
two Trips of all "Waggons with forrage, and I beg you will 
differ no longer to procure some, as a delay at this Season 
would be our utter Ruin — 

Employ as many People as wall be wanted to purchase 
and if you are obliged to raise the Price, Let it be bought 
privately : If you want money you shall have it. 
I am Dear Sir 

Your most obed' hble serv' 
Henry Bouquet. 

(Col. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

FoET Bedfokd 1=' Septem"^ 1759 
Dear Sir, 

I was favoured with your Letters of the 23'^ & 27"" Insts in 
which I observe with deep concern that we can have no 
dependance upon your County. I expected at least that 
forrage would have been bouglit after so many urging Let- 
ters on that Subject, and I see that you cannot load even 
Capt" Hambright's Waggons. I can add nothing more to 
what I have repeated so often, our Horses are already de- 
stroyed for want of forrage and there is none provided nor 
Waggons to bring it up. 

In several of your Letters you made me Expect an Ac- 
count of the Waggons that could be depended upon, but I 
am still as ignorant as before and perceive nothing but un- 
certainties. 

The Campaign is half over, and nothing done as yet, nor 
likely to be done, as we are going on. I suppose that you 
did not pay the Waggoners who left their Loads at Little- 
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ton, the same Price as if they had carried them to Bedford 
— ^which would indeed give the finishing Stroke to our tot- 
tering Condition in encouraging that practice. 

Justice requires that they be paid in proportion to the 
distances, and if they receive 17/6* from Carlisle to Bed- 
ford — ^the Calculation is easy for the other Posts. 

You seem to apprehend that if the People are not paid 
what they have no right to, They will abandon the Service. 
If that is the Case we must submitt to it : But we can not, 
at the Expence of the Crown, give any Countenance to 
fraud or abuses. 

Colonel Burd & CoP Shippen are gone to Fort Cumber- 
land, to open a new Road to the Mouth of Red Stone 
Creek, and build Storehouses upon The Mononghehela ; 
being at last obliged to have recourse to Virginia to avoid 
the Impending Ruin of the Army. 
I am Dear Sir 

Your most Obedient humble Servant 
Henry Bouquet 



(Col. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

FOET Bedford 8* Sept' 1859 
Dbae Sir 

Capt Hambright informs me that he has bought more 
Horses than he had orders for ; But as .we are in Want 
of them to Supply the many losses we have sustained I beg 
that you will pay him the money for Said Horses, and Send 
me at leisure a general account of the whole. But on no 
account, I desire that you will not Stop or detain him, as he 
must come with that Brigade, which is expected with the 
greatest Impatience, having no forrage at all here. 
I am 
Dear Sir 

Your most obed' hble 
Servant 

Henry Bouquet 
VOL. xxxiii. — 8 
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(Col. Bouquet to Col. Burd.) 

FoET Bedford 4"' Sept' 1759 
Dear Sir 

I had yesterday the favour of your Letter wHch gave me 
the more Pleasure, as I meet with difficultis, and obstruc- 
tions from all sides, But you never knew any where the 
service was concerned : The "Weather is a great misfortune, 
and am afraid will hurt your People. 

It was not possible to send Waggons loaded by that 
Road till the Rain is over ; Therefore I have sent 12 Pack 
Horses loaded with forrage to Cumberland, to load & Send 
you the Horses you left behind : and I have given the fol- 
lowing directions to Major Livingston. 

That when the Pack Horses come from Virginia he is 
to Send 100 loaded with forrage to Pittsburgh and all the 
rest to you with flour and forrage and your artificers as 
Soon as possible. He has a new Waggon & 2 Horses for 
Express. 

I heard last night that Hambright was detained at 
Lancaster for want of oats to load his fine Brigade. But I 
have sent an Express to hurry him to Carlisle, where I 
hope he can be loaded. 

He has engaged upwards of 80 Drivers which will enable 
us to give you back your men. 

There is upwards of 50 Waggons upon the Road loaded 
with forrage, and I have a mind to employ the 30 new 
Waggons from Hambright to carry between Cumberland & 
Redstone Creek, The distance will be shorter. The Road 
they Say better and the grass certainly So ; But of this I 
Shall be glad to have your sentiment; and. to know for 
certain what sort of Road you will find. 

I desired the General to Send a Batteau to meet you 
and reconnoitre the navigation of the Mononghehela, by 
which you will have a free Communication with Pitts- 
bu^rgh. 

My best Compliments to Col. Shippen, M' Jones is to go 
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to Cumberland, and to join you with the first Convoy I 
have advanced him money for his men. 

I am 

My dear Sir 

Your most obed' 
hble servant 
Henry Bouquet 

(Col. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

Fort Bedford, 8"" Sepf 1759 
Dear Sir 

I had this moment your favour of the 3'' which gives me 
the more satisfaction, as I expected nothing more from 
your sleepy County, and indeed if we had depended on 
them for forrage, we would not have a Horse lefft ; We 
have already 400 unfit for service. The rest is very few & 
weak and Capt. Hambright's Brigade is much wanted. 

I will send you in a few days an order for two thousand 
Pounds sterling, which I expect from Pittsburgh. "What 
you may want above that sum, shall be sent immediately, 
as we must not suffer any delay for want of money. 

Send us soon good news. You can expect none from us 
having no other Ennemies to fight than Hunger, which I 
hope we can now subdue. 

I am Dear Sir 

Your most obed' hble servant 
Henry Bouquet 
Capt Ourry writes you 
concurring the Error of forrage. 

(Col. Bouquet to Edward Shippen of Lancaster.) 

Fort Bedford 12* Septem' 1759 
Dear Sir 

I had last night your last of the 7* Inst' The sketch of 

Capt. Hambright's account is so high that I feel more 

deeply the great loss of his times as it will be too late to 
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have any service of said Waggons equal to that prodigious 
Expence. 

The price of Oats must be raised at once at 2/6'' and 
spelts in proportion, where it must remain during the Cam- 
paign and if the People expect that we shall raise it again, 
they will certainly be mistaken, and in order to prevail upon 
them to thresh immediately, it would be right to fix a term 
when this price shall again fall to 2/. I think that the IS"" 
of October or at last the 1'' of November should be the 
utmost Extent, to receive it at 2/6"" &c. I desire Capt. Sin- 
clair to fix it in a general way for the Provinces of Penn- 
sylvania & Maryland, and to inform you of it. 

"When the Waggons unload at The Posts upon the Com- 
munication by real accidents, they are not to suifer any de- 
duction of the Mileage between Lancaster and Carlisle. 

I send you a bill for £1000 Currency and shall send you 
immediately a sufficient supply of Cash. I hope you have 
been able to dispatch Capt. Hambright without waiting for 
it. If I had known sooner his great demand, I would have 
lodged more money in your hands. 

Tho' I desired that the Waggons should load forrage for 
two Trips, I did not intend that they should be prevented 
from loading flour, if forrage could not be had. 

Therefore for the future I beg that you would send them 
as soon as they can be raised with either Flour, Pork or 
Forrage to Carlisle, where their loads can be changed ac- 
cording to circumstances. 

I am much obliged to Emanuel Carpenter Esq. for his 
kind assistance to you. I hope he will be so good as to con- 
tinue to help us. 

Co' Burd has had a fever upon his Road, But is now re- 
covered ; Col" Shippen is well. They have had very bad 
Weather, but go on chearfully and in good Spirits. 

I have forwarded your Letters to them — The appearances 
begin to look very favourable for supplies from Virginia 
and Maryland and I hope with their Assistance that we shall 
be able to subsist the Troops. 
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I am sensible that the necessity we are under to draw 
Provisions, forrage and Carriages from other Provinces, will 
in Time draw also the Trade that Way, and deprive your 
Province of the Advantage which they had in their power 
to secure to themselves. But such stupid, obstinate, narrow 
sighted People, do not deserve the favour of Providence, 
nor the just rewards of public Spirit and Industry. 

I am fully convinced that you have done everything in 
your Power to surmount the obstacles that surround you 
and am not so unjust as to make you answerable for the 
sins of your People. I beg you will continue to make use 
of all the means in your Power to make the best of their 
backward disposition and believe me with the greatest truth 

Dear Sir 

Your most obedient 

Humble Serv' 
I just received yours of the Henry Bouquet 

31^' August by L* Col. Lloyd. 

(To be continued.) 



